
 

SPEAKERS’ BIOS  
 

 

Debolina Banerjee  
Debolina is the Climate Justice Policy Analyst at Puget Sound Sage. Her responsibilities include research-based 

analysis of climate policies, campaign support on climate justice issues, and building power within Sage’s local 

and statewide climate coalitions. 

She has research experience in transit-oriented development, environmental impact of unorganized industries 

and climate change on under-invested communities and project management for real estate development. 

Debolina’s research and analysis is centered in social justice which has its roots in her extensive experience 

working with grassroots activists and marginalized communities in India organizing for social justice around 

food, sustainable agriculture, clean environment, community development and women’s empowerment. 

Before joining Puget Sound Sage, Debolina was with InterIm CDA researching the impact of receding affordable 

housing stock and increasing risk of displacement faced by the immigrant and refugee communities of Seattle’s 

International District. Currently she sits on the board of InterIm CDA and also on the City of Seattle 

Environmental Justice Committee. 

 She holds a Master's degree in Applied Environmental Studies in Planning from the University of Waterloo and 

a Master’s Degree in City Planning from the Indian Institute of Technology." 

 

Branden Born 
Branden’s research focuses on planning process and social justice in societal decision-making, land use 

planning and regionalism, urban food systems in North America, food sovereignty efforts of Native American 

communities in Washington State and First Nations in Canada. He sits on the Puget Sound Regional Council’s 

Regional Food Policy Council and he is a founding member of the Washington State Food System 

Roundtable.  Branden also maintains a research and class connection to Oaxaca, Mexico, where he tries to visit 

with students for a class on Food Sovereignty and the Roots of Migration each summer. 

Most recently, he helped start and currently co-direct the University of Washington’s Livable City Year program 

(lcy.uw.edu), a community engagement project that pairs the university and a community for an academic year.  

 

Patrick Christie 
Patrick is a professor at the University of Washington's School of Marine and Environmental Affairs and Henry 

M. Jackson School of International Studies. His scholarship focuses on the human dimensions of marine 

conservation and climate change social movements. In particular, he studies why citizens, fishers, and policy 

makers either accept or reject environmental policies. He believes, like many, that ‘We don’t manage the fish, 

we manage the people.’ Increasingly he is researching and teaching on the social movements surrounding oil 

pipeline resistance movements, especially those led by indigenous communities. He draws from his three years 

of experience living in a Philippine fishing community implementing a community-based marine protected area 

as a Peace Corps Volunteer and many years as a co-investigator for a participatory-action research project on 

the Caribbean Coast of Nicaragua. He is a Pew Fellow in Marine Conservation, the Editor-In-Chief for the peer 

reviewed journal Coastal Management, and board member of the Coastal Conservation and Education 

Foundation in the Philippines. He has a bachelor’s degree in zoology from the University of Wisconsin-Madison 

and a master’s degree in conservation biology and doctorate in environmental sociology and policy from the 

University of Michigan. 

 

Megan Y barra 
Megan Ybarra is Associate Professor of Geography at the University of Washington. She is the author of Green 

Wars: Conservation and Decolonization in the Maya Forest, which was awarded the American Association of 

Geography’s Cultural and Political Ecology Outstanding Publication Award in 2019. With Resistencia, she 

produced a documentary short called, “Hunger Strikes: A call to end immigrant detention” on the organizing of 

detained immigrants at the Northwest Detention Center in Tacoma. Her research areas include race, 

environmental justice and transnational migrations in the Américas. 



 

Prior to this appointment, she was an assistant professor of Politics at Willamette University. Her current 

research examines settler colonialism, violence and land activism in Guatemala’s Maya Forest. She is developing 

a new research project on immigrant justice and transnational Latinidades. 

 

Bonnie Duran 
Bonnie (mixed race Opelousas/Coushatta descendent) is a Professor in the Schools of Social Work and Public 

Health at the University of Washington, in Seattle and is on the leadership team at the Indigenous Wellness 

Research Institute (http://health.iwri.org ). She received her Dr.PH from UC Berkeley School of Public Health in 

1997. Bonnie teaches graduate courses in Community Based Participatory Research (CBPR), and Mindfulness. 

She has worked in public health research, evaluation and education among Tribes, Native Organizations and 

other communities of color for over 35 years. 

The overall aims of Dr. Duran’s research are to work in partnership with communities to design health access 

and prevention efforts that are empowering, culture-centered, accessible, sustainable and that have maximum 

public health impact. She has many publications including articles in peer-reviewed journals, book chapters and 

books. Dr. Duran is an Editor of the 2018 Community-Based Participatory Research for Health: Advancing Social 

and Health Equity, 3rd Edition. Wiley. 

 

Vanessa Galaviz  
Vanessa is an environmental health scientist whose work focuses on addressing environmental injustices faced 

by underserved communities. She works to reduce exposures in predominately low-income and minority 

populations with multiple sources of pollution who also face occupational, socioeconomic and biological 

stressors. She is interested in exploring how these stressors can increase vulnerability to adverse health effects 

from exposure to pollution to create disproportionate health impacts. She is Mexican-American and 

experienced first-hand the struggles of living in an underserved community in Los Angeles, and was first in her 

family to attend college and graduate school.  Vanessa has experience in multiple aspects of the environmental 

health field, including industrial hygiene/exposure assessment, air pollution, biomarkers of exposure and 

susceptibility, cumulative impacts, community-based participatory research, citizen science, and science-policy 

work. She works in partnership with communities, government, and academics to achieve environmental 

justice for underserved communities.    

 

J i l l  Mangaliman 
Jill is the executive director of Got Green, a people of color led environmental justice organization based in 

South Seattle, which focuses on food justice, living wage green jobs, and just transition. Jill is a queer Filipino-

American community organizer, born and raised in Seattle. Thanks to Federal Pell Grants, Jill graduated from 

the UW as a student of Human Geography. For 6 years they organized in local and national campaigns involving 

health care, immigrant rights, and protecting social services. In 2009 they joined Got Green as part of the City 

Weatherization program and was part of the board from 2010-2013. Jill became Got Green's Executive Director 

in 2014. In their spare time, they enjoy singing karaoke, cooking, and making things. 

 

Tif f any Mendoza 
Tiffany Mendoza (she/her) is the Director of Strategic Initiatives for Front & Centered – an environmental justice 

coalition led by communities of color. For over a decade, Tiffany has worked with advocacy organizations, 

community leaders, and elected officials for progressive change such as Washington Conservation Voters and 

Fuse Washington. Most recently, she worked with a female led national political consulting firm called Moxie 

Media to defeat anti-transgender efforts as a consultant for Washington Won’t Discriminate, pass Initiative 124 

to protect hotel workers from sexual harassment, and helped craft the Transform Washington narratives 

project. Currently, she is working with F&C to breakdown the cultural and language barriers to voting and help 

pass statewide environmental justice policies to address health disparities in frontline communities. 

 

http://health.iwri.org/
http://dr.ph/

